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Foreword

It is a long time established tradition of the Società Paleontologica Italiana, that each
President at the end of his warrant organises a Meeting in a peculiarly interesting Italian
researching area. As a Sardinian, Professor in a Sardinian University, and being Sardinia
the region of most of my studies, I thought it was exactly the most suitable site to organize
this field trip. This not only for affective reasons, but mainly for the importance of the
outcrops, of very different age ranging from Cambrian to Quaternary, internationally well-
known since the 19th Century.

The Palaontologische Gesellschaft (Germany) also joined this event, including the
Sardinian Field-trip in its annual programme for 2002.

The book I’m introducing you, is not simply a description of the localities that we will
visit from October 8 to 14, 2002, but it also represents the state of art for palaeontological
and stratigraphycal researches in some areas of Sardinia, updated with the most recent
data.

Since a field trip have some time restrictions, it is not possible to visit all the important
localities of Sardinia; therefore some areas have been privileged, either for their historical
significance, or because they have been the matter of detailed studies during the most
recent years.

In introducing this book I wish to mention not only the most significant scientific aspects,
but also the value of these studies for land safeguard and improvement. The developed
work is one of the subjects of geo-palaeontological heritage preservation, which always
has to have, as a starting point, a solid scientific knowledge.

This volume represents the first booklet of the Rendiconti della Società Paleontologica
Italiana, a series of publications foreseen in the Society Statute (art. 1) never activated
before. I hope it could group in the future the documents of many scientific meetings,
conferences and field trips, in order to give more and more vigour to Italian palaeontology.

This book is made up of three sections:
- Stratigraphy and Palaeontology: general papers on the visited areas and successions;
- Special studies: on specific topics;
- Field Excursion: including detailed description of the visited outcrops and short geological

outlines on several subjects that, even if not specifically connected to the field trip, may
give the visitor more complete scenery.

Sardinia Field trip is the result of a long and patient teamwork and it couldn’t have been
realized without the precious cooperation of several Colleagues (see list), that contributed
open-handedly, with their researches, their scientific experience and the precise editing of
their papers. To all of them my strong and tender thanks.

A warm thank also goes to the co-editors, Carlo Corradini and M. Teresa Putzu, that,
meticulously worked to the composition and the editing of this volume. A special thanks
also to Mr. Giancarlo Leonardi (Modena and Reggio Emilia University), who realized the
graphical shape of the volume cover sheet and a grateful thought to the technicians of
Cagliari University, Mr. Sandro Mameli, Renato Sinzula and Salvatore Vacca.

Furthermore, I particularly wish to acknowledge the Magnifico Rettore dell’Università
di Cagliari, for the sensibility shown towards geological studies by financing the imprint
of this book together with Saras Ricerche S.r.l. and Progemisa S.p.A.

An hearty welcome to all Participants to the Sardinia Field Excursion from the scientific
team, the organizing Committee and myself.

Cagliari, August 2002

Antonietta Cherchi
President of  the Società Paleontologica Italiana


